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SUBJECT: FRENCH DISARMAMENT INITIATIVE 
REFS: (A) PARIS 03875; (B) PARIS 04242; (C) PARIS 02369 
BERN PASS TO INDIAN OCEAN DELEGATION 

1 . FRENCH PERMREP LEPRETTE AND QUAI IO DIRECTOR LECOMPT 
DISCUSSED FRENCH DISARMAMENT INITIATIVE WITH AMBASSADOR 
LEONARD AND OTHER HEADS OF DELEGATIONS TO FOURTH SPECIAL 
SESSION PREPCOM ON FEBRUARY 13. WHILE THEIR PRESENTATION 
DID NOT ADD MUCH TO THE MAJOR POINTS ALREADY MADE IN 
GISCARD'S PRESS CONFERENCE AND BRIEFING PROVIDED TO 
AMEMBASSY PARIS, IT DID UNDERSCORE FRENCH READINESS FOR 
FURTHER DIALOGUE WITH US ON THEIR INITIATIVE. 

2. LECOMPT AGAIN EMPHASIZED FRENCH VIEW THAT GIVEN THE 
CLOSE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN DISARMAMENT AND SECURITY, ALL 
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COUNTRIES HAVE RIGHT TO ENHANCED SECURITY AND TO PARTICI- 
PATE IN INTERNATIONAL DISCUSSIONS ON THESE ISSUES. KIN OUT- 
LINING THE RATIONALE FOR THE PROPOSED WORLD SATELLITE 
AGENCY UNDER UN AUSPICES, LECOMPT STRESSED THE IMPORTANCE 
TO THE INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY OF VERIFICATION OF MAJOR 
MILITARY ACTIVITIES. FROM RESPONSES TO QUESTIONS BY 
LEONARD, HOWEVER, IT WAS CLEAR FRENCH HAVE GIVEN LITTLE 
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CONSIDERATION TO THE COSTS, ESPECIALLY MANPOWER, INVOLVED 
IN ANY SERIOUS RECONNAISSANCE SATELLITE OPERATION. THEY 
EXPRESSED INTEREST IN HAVING INFORMATION FROM US ON SUCH 
COSTS AND WE BELIE IT WOULD BE USEFUL TO PROVIDE GOF 
WITH SHORT, UNCLASSIFIED PAPER ON THIS SUBJECT. (NOTE: 

NASA ADMINISTRATOR FROSCH, IO ASST SECRETARY MAYNES AND 
LOENARD DISCUSSED THIS IDEA FURTHER ON FEBRUARY 14. 

FROSCH AGREED TO CONSIDER FEASIBILITY OF PROVIDING FRNEHC 
WITH SHORT PAPER). 

3. LECOMPT ALSO REVIEWED THE PROPOSAL FOR A NEW INTER- 
NATIONAL NEGOTIATING BODY TO REPLACE THE CCD. THE FRENCH, 

HE SAID, BELIEVE THAT A NEW NEGOTIATING BODY SHOULD BE 
LINKED TO THE UNITED NATIONS AND THEREFORE SHOULD HAVE A 
GEOGRAPHIC COMPOSITION ALONG STANDARD UN LINES. THEIR 
PROPOSAL THAT ITS MEMBERSHIP BE DETERMINED BY THE REGIONAL 
GROUPS AND INCLUDE BOTH PERMANENT AND ROTATING MEMBERS WAS 
SHARPLY CRITICIZED BY SEVERAL OF THOSE PRESENT, LED BY 

AMB. GARCIA ROBLES. LECOMPT MADE IT CLEAR THAT IN FRENCH 
VIEW, THIS NEW BODY WOULD HAVE TO WORK BY CONSENSUS. THE 
NIGERIAN SUPPORTED GARCIA ROBLES' CONTENTION THAT NO 
OTHER COUNTRIES IN AFRICA, BEYOND THESE PRESENTLY ON THE 
CCD, WERE REALLY INTERESTED OR HAVE THE MANPOWER TO 
STAFF SUCH A BODY. 

4. LECOMPT AND LEPRETTE INDICATED SEVERAL TIMES THAT 
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THE GOF WAS FLEXIBLE AND OPEN-MINDED AND THAT THE PROPOSALS 
WERE INTENDED TO STIMULATE DISCUSSION ON HOW TO IMPROVE THE 
CLIMATE FOR INTERNATIONAL DISARMAMENT NEGOTIATIONS. WE 
THEREFORE AGREE WITH AMB HARTMAN'S RECOMMENDATION (REFTEL A) 
THAT A VISIT BY ACDA CIRECTOR WARNEK OR ANOTHER SENIOR 
OFFICIAL IN THE DISARMAMENT FILED TO MEET WITH TAITTINGER, 
LECOMP, ET.AL.AT AN EARLY DATE WOULD BE VERY DESIRABLE. 

THESE MACHINERY ISSUES ARE LOOMING AHEAD AS AMONG THE MOST 
IMPORTANT AND SENSITIVE TOPICS TO BE RAISED AT THE SPECIAL 
SESSION. THIS IS CERTAINLY THE RIFHT MOMENT TO HAVE A FURTHER 
EXCHANGE OF VIEWS WITH THE FRENCH WHILE THEIR INITIATIVES 
ARE STILL IN THEIR FORMATIVE STAGES. 

LEONARD 
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